


Journal Selection Checklist

1. Journal Identification
[bookmark: _GoBack]- Confirm target indexing (Scopus, WoS, PubMed).
- Verify journal is currently indexed.
- Check ISSN (Print & Online).
- Save the official website link.
- Identify publisher and country.

2. Journal Metrics
- Check Scopus quartile (Q1–Q4).
- Check Impact Factor (if WoS).
- Review CiteScore (optional).
- Check Google Scholar metrics (optional).

3. Scope & Fit
- Read aims and scope.
- Check if similar papers were published recently.
- Verify accepted article types.
- Ensure topic aligns with journal themes.

4. Fees & Access
- Check Article Processing Charges (APC).
- Verify if it has free publication options.
- Check if it is Open Access or subscription-based.

5. Review & Publication Timeline
- Average peer-review duration.
- Acceptance rate (if available).
- Time from acceptance to online publication.
- Number of issues per year.

6. Credibility & Reputation
- Check editorial board transparency.
- Verify publisher reputation.
- Check for predatory indicators.
- Confirm recent publication activity.

7. University/Advisor Requirements
- Journal approved by supervisor.
- Journal meets university promotion criteria.
- Indexing acceptable for graduation or thesis requirements.

8. Final Comparison
- Create comparison table for 2–5 journals.
- Choose the journal with the best match.



